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Table IV 
Minimum Horizontal Separations 

Items Requiring Setback From edge of 
soil dispersal 

component and 
reserve area 

From sewage 
tank and 

distribution box 

From building 
sewer and 

nonperforated
distribution pipe 

Well or suction line 100 ft. 50 ft. 50 ft. 
Public drinking water well 100 ft. 100 ft. 100 ft. 
Public drinking water spring measured from the 
ordinary high-water mark 200 ft. 200 ft. 100 ft. 
Spring or surface water used as drinking water 
source measured from the ordinary high-water 
mark1

100 ft. 50 ft. 50 ft. 

Pressurized water supply line 10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft. 
Decommissioned well (decommissioned in 
accordance with chapter 173-160 WAC) 10 ft. N/A N/A 
Surface water measured from the ordinary high-
water mark 100 ft. 50 ft. 10 ft. 
Building foundation/in-ground swimming pool 10 ft. 5 ft. 2 ft. 
Property or easement line 5 ft. 5 ft. N/A 
Interceptor/curtain drains/foundation 
drains/drainage ditches    

Down-gradient2: 30 ft. 5 ft. N/A 
 Up-gradient2: 10 ft. N/A N/A 
Other site features that may allow effluent to 
surface    

Down-gradient2: 30 ft. 5 ft. N/A 
Up-gradient2: 10 ft. N/A N/A 

Down-gradient cuts or banks with at least 5 ft.  of 
original undisturbed soil above a restrictive layer 
due to a structural or textural change 

25 ft. N/A N/A 

Down-gradient cuts or banks with less than 5 ft. 
of original undisturbed soil above a restrictive 
layer due to a structural or textural change 

50 ft. N/A N/A 

Other adjacent soil dispersal 
components/subsurface storm water infiltration 
systems 

10 ft. N/A N/A 

1If surface water is used as a public drinking water supply, the designer shall locate the OSS outside of the required 
source water protection area. 
2The item is down-gradient when liquid will flow toward it upon encountering a water table or a restrictive layer.  
The item is up-gradient when liquid will flow away from it upon encountering a water table or restrictive layer. 


